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Kym said: ‘We decided from the start that 
we wanted to make it a family event. We 
wanted it be as personal as possible. It was a 
very emotional start to the evening and I think 
there were a lot of people in tears. Not that I 
wanted people to be upset, but you can’t tell 
a story like that without upsetting people.’

The 41 year old continued: ‘I wanted to 
be brave and get through it. It took me quite 
a while to write my speech as I had to keep 
walking away from it. It was very upsetting. As 
the ball was so close to Archie’s anniversary,  
I was on the edge of tears most of the time. 
But I’m glad we got to tell our story.’

She added that she was overwhelmed 
by the support from the public and her 
workmates. She told us: ‘I will never forget 
that. People like Alison King and Chris 
Gascoyne don’t go to many events. Alison’s 
daughter Daisy shares the same birthday as 
Archie. Ali had just given birth when she heard 
I had lost Archie. It was a difficult time. So 
every year on Daisy’s birthday they always 
send me a photo of a candle they have lit for 
Archie. So it’s lovely that we were all there at 
the ball together.’

Kym and Emilie looked stunning in Mark 
Melia dresses, while little Polly wore one from 
Zeynep Kartal – although her outfit nearly 
didn’t make it! Kym explained: ‘Zeynep had 
designed the dress in Turkey and was due to 
fly back with it the day before the ball, but 
she couldn’t make it so somebody flew out 
to Turkey to collect the dress for Polly. You’d 
think she was Mariah Carey!’
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‘I was so proud to 
say I was archIe’s mum 

and tell hIs story’

a movIng nIght for a good cause

kym marsh Is surrounded by famIly and frIends at the 
Inaugural archIe’s footprInt ball, as she tells ok!’s phIl gould 

about the emotIonal evenIng In memory of her son

G
uests at Archie’s Footprint Ball definitely 
had stars in their eyes when they 
arrived for the celebrity-filled event. 
The ball had been organised by 

Coronation Street’s Kym Marsh in memory of her 
late son Archie, who died on February 11, 2009 
after being born at just 21 weeks and five days. 
The inaugural event took place at the Hilton 
Manchester Deansgate hotel, with members of 
the Corrie cast not only turning out to support 
Kym, but also to perform on stage!

Around 450 guests packed into the hotel’s 
Deansgate Suite, including Simon Gregson and 
his wife Emma, Alison King, Faye Brookes, Lucy 
Fallon and her boyfriend Tom Leech, Helen 
Flanagan and her partner, Celtic footballer Scott 
Sinclair, Jennie McAlpine, Tristan Gemmill, Bhavna 
Limbachia, Qasim Akhtar, Chris Gascoyne, 
Georgia Taylor, Katie McGlynn, Shayne Ward and 
his fiancée Sophie Austin, Victoria Ekanoye, Love 
Island’s Amber Davies and Scott Thomas, and 
Scott’s brother, former Corrie actor Ryan Thomas. 
Hollyoaks was also well represented by the likes 
of Kieron Richardson and Stephanie Waring. 

As well as soap stars, guests also mingled 
with unicorns, butterflies and clockwork 
ballerinas as part of the ‘fairy-tale’ theme.

Kym was supported at the ball by her 
family, including her children David, 22, Emilie, 
20, and six-year-old Polly, who was also born 
prematurely. An emotional Kym told us: ‘It was 
an amazing night and one I will always remember. 
It was emotional and uplifting. I was so proud 
to be there, so proud of my children and so proud 
to say I was Archie’s mum and be able to tell 
his story.’

The event was held to raise money for the 
charity Saying Goodbye, which is also known as 
The Mariposa Trust. While there was plenty of 
entertainment on offer, there was a serious note 
with Kym and her family telling the audience how 
Archie had affected their lives. 

Kym with her 
younger daughter 
Polly, who wore a 
specially designed 
Zeynep Kartal dress

Above: Coronation Street’s 
Alison King and Faye 
Brookes showed their 
support.  Right: A birthday 
cake was made for Archie 
to celebrate his memory

Kym – in a show-
stopping Mark Melia 

number – praised 
her partner Matt 

Baker for his support 
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Guests sat down to a three-course meal of 
cheese tartlettes followed by roast chicken and 
vegetables and a dessert of chocolate cake, 
which was topped with candy floss and sugar 
paper printed with ‘Archie’s Footprint Ball’. In an 
emotional touch, Archie had his own birthday 
cake from The Cake Box, which was shaped like 
a shooting star.

With Kym’s friend, Key 103 DJ Mike Toolan, 
as host, the evening’s entertainment kicked off 
with a performance from the youngsters from 
Fates Academy – the performing arts school set 
up by Corrie’s Faye Brookes and her long-term 
boyfriend, singer Gareth Gates. The children 
performed hits from musicals, including You Can’t 
Stop The Beat from Hairspray. 

Polly spoke first, thanking the guests for their 
support, while David then gave a heartfelt speech 
about how Archie’s loss had impacted their 
family. Kym explained: ‘I asked the children 
if they wanted to say something. We are very 
close and family is everything to us. David 
doesn’t like attention or standing up in front of 
people – he’s totally the opposite of Emilie – but 
he wanted to get up and say something. It was 
lovely. It really moved me and I was so proud of 
him. Polly even said hello to all the guests and 
welcomed everybody.’

Emilie told the guests how losing a baby not 
only affects the parents, but the siblings too. Kym 
pointed out: ‘With it being the first ball, I wanted 
to be as open as possible so I had to go in-depth 
about what happened. The point we were trying 
to get across was that if you are brave enough 
to stand up and share your experience, you are 
helping someone.’

Then it was Kym’s turn to describe how family 
members helped her through such a difficult 
time. She told OK!: ‘We all grieved in a different 
way, and I spoke about how I grieved as a mother. 
Thankfully, I was able to get through it with the 
help of my family – but it’s not something you 
ever get over. I think we wanted to make it clear 
that it’s a rough road when you have lost a baby.’

After the family shared a moment together 
backstage, Emilie returned with her friend 
Matthew Eastwood, a singer/songwriter, to 
perform a song they had composed in Archie’s 
memory. Kym said: ‘She was in floods of tears 
when she came off stage, but she’d managed 
to get through the song without crying. She 
held it together.’

Next up was Kym’s friend Imogen Blue, 
who appeared in last year’s series of The X 
Factor. She was followed by Corrie’s Victoria 

Kym’s pregnant co-star 
Helen Flanagan looked 
loved up with her 
long-term partner, Celtic 
footballer Scott Sinclair

Shayne Ward – who sang 
his 2005 X Factor single 
on the night – with his 
fiancée Sophie Austin

Kym with her father 
David, sister Tracey, 
daughter Emilie and 

mum Pauline

Above: Simon Gregson and his wife 
Emma.  Below: Hollyoaks stars 
Jacqueline Boatswain, Kieron 

Richardson and Stephanie Waring
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Ekanoye, who gave a powerful performance 
of Etta James’s At Last and the Gershwin 
classic Summertime.

Then Corrie’s Andy Whyment got up to 
sing Van Morrison’s Brown Eyed Girl, followed 
by former Corrie and Emmerdale star Hayley 
Tamaddon, who dedicated one of her songs, 
The Mamas & The Papas’ Dream A Little 
Dream Of Me, to Kym. Love Island’s Amber 
Davies was the next person to take a bow, 
as she got up and sang One Perfect Moment 
from the musical Bring It On. An impressed 
Kym told us: ‘Who knew she could sing?! She 
had a proper show voice. She was absolutely 
brilliant. If we don’t see more of that in the 
future, I think she’s mad!’

It was then Kym’s turn to revisit her past as 
a pop singer, as she performed Eric Clapton’s 
Tears In Heaven accompanied by Greg 
Morton. ‘I only rehearsed it once before I went 
on. I was winging it, as usual,’ joked Kym.

Afterwards, Emilie returned to the stage 
with a surprise for her mum – Snow Patrol’s 
Chasing Cars. Kym said: ‘I just stopped in my 
tracks. It’s a really important song for us as 
it was played at Archie’s funeral. Every time 
we hear it on the radio, we always ring each 
other. She got me up on stage and I was 
crying. Then Emilie started crying, so none 
of us were doing a great job of singing! But 
it was so emotional.’ In a touching moment, 
guests lit up their phone screens and waved 
them in time to the music.

After the music, Andy Clark-Coates, a 
director of Saying Goodbye, got up to speak. 
During his speech, Andy told the guests how 
he’d founded the charity alongside his wife Zoe 
when they experienced baby loss five times. 

The couple have been at the forefront 
of a petition to Parliament requesting birth 
certificates be issued for babies who die 
before 24 weeks. Encouragingly Jeremy Hunt, 
the health secretary, has announced he is 
going to review the law and Kym is going 
to Westminster to discuss the subject. MP 
Sharon Hodgson, who recently spoke in the 
House Of Commons about her daughter 
being stillborn, is also supporting the 
campaign and attended the ball. 

Kym was full of praise for Andy and Zoe. 
She told us: ‘It’s charities like Saying Goodbye 
that offer you that support and guidance. 
I wish I had got that information when I 
lost Archie and then maybe I would have 
recovered in a different way. I would have 
started to repair myself sooner.’ 

She continued: ‘It took me a long time 
to realise that I had to talk about it. I had 
to be honest with myself about what had 
happened and learn to accept it. Saying 
Goodbye – also known as The Mariposa Trust 
– are doing some brilliant work. The leaflets 
they produce are being put into hospitals by 
the NHS and will prove absolutely invaluable 
to people who’ve lost a baby.’

Scott Thomas with 
Mr Selfridge actress 
Sacha Parkinson and 
his brother Ryan

Above: Kym with her supportive 
co-stars Chris Gascoyne, Andy 
Whyment, Alison King, Tristan Gemmill 
and Qasim Akhtar.  Left: Corrie’s 
Georgia Taylor and Jenny McAlpine

Above: Lucy Fallon and 
her boyfriend Tom 

Leech.  Right: Alison 
King shares a laugh 

with Hayley Tamaddon

Above and left: Kym gave a 
moving speech alongside her 

children Polly, Emilie and 
David.  Above left: The star was 

in tears as her daughter Emilie 
performed a surprise rendition 

of Chasing Cars, which was 
played at Archie’s funeral

Archie’s name 
was up in lights 
for the night
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Next up was a charity auction with 
some feverish bids for lots. 

In the lead up to the ball, Kym told  
us that she’d had unstinting support 
from her parents, David and Pauline. 
They’ve taken over driving duties, as Kym 
has been suffering with the inner ear 
disorder labyrinthitis in recent weeks.

The star also revealed that Archie’s 
Footprint Ball is close to her mum’s heart 
for another reason, saying: ‘My mum lost 
a baby. Back then they didn’t have scans, 
but my mum noticed she wasn’t getting 
any bigger and she was feeling poorly. 
They found out the baby had died. She 
had to deliver her baby, but they just 
took it away. She didn’t even know if it 
was a boy or a girl. We have seen loads 
of change since then, but we still need 
some more.’

As the evening’s entertainment moved 
towards its climax, Corrie’s Shayne Ward, 
who plays Aidan Connor, took to the 
stage. Recently engaged Shayne first shot 

to fame when he won The X Factor back 
in 2005. One of the songs he performed 
was his winner’s single, That’s My Goal. He 
proved to be a real hit with the audience, 
with one guest even paying £200 so she 
could stand on stage with him!

To finish off the musical spots, guests 
were taken a little further back in time to 
the year 2000, as Kym’s Hear’Say band 
mate Danny Foster took to the stage with 
the Big Soul Corporation. 

Finally, DJ Gary Damer hit the decks to 
keep guests dancing until the early hours. 
Kym said: ‘I think Emilie, Colson Smith 
[who plays Craig Tinker] and me were the 
last ones on the stage dancing to Take 
That’s Never Forget. We were laughing 
so much. Everybody seemed to have a 
great time, and that meant so much to 
me as although it is a serious subject, I 
wanted everybody to enjoy themselves 
and come again. I intend to hold another 
ball next year!’

The ball officially finished at 1am 
but the party carried on in the hotel bar 
until 3am.

Kym told us: ‘It was an amazing night. I 
know there are some terrible things going 
on in the world, but the response we got 
to the first Archie’s Footprint Ball restores 
your faith in humanity. It made me feel 
quite humbled.’

SAYING GOODBYE IS THE PRIMARY DIVISION OF 
THE MARIPOSA TRuST, THE LEADING CHARITY FOR 
SuPPORT IN ALL BABY AND CHILD LOSS, AND IN 
SuBSEQuENT PREGNANCY. IF YOu NEED SuPPORT, 
WOuLD LIKE TO GET INVOLVED WITH THE WORK OF 
THE CHARITY OR TO MAKE A DONATION, PLEASE 
VISIT WWW.SAYINGGOODBYE.ORG.

Kym and her parents were joined 
by her sister-in-law Claire 
Marsh, her children David 
and Emilie, and her brother Jon

Above: Kym with Andy 
Whyment, Qasim Akhtar 

and Ryan Clapton. 
Left: Colson Smith 

Above: Bhavna 
Limbachia and Tisha 

Merry. Above right: 
Danny Foster 

performed with Big 
Soul Corporation

Love Island’s Amber 
Davies showed 
off her hidden 
singing talent! 

Above: Katie McGlynn and 
Bhavna Limbachia.  Left: 
Emilie sang her heart out  

Kym went back to  
her musical roots, 

performing Eric Clapton’s 
Tears In Heaven 
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Above: Victoria Ekanoye, Julia 
Goulding, Nicola Thorp and Chris 
Gascoyne.  Left: Kym with Lucy Fallon


